Cardiac arrhythmogenic action of benzo(a)pyrene in the rabbit.
Rabbits treated with benzo(a)pyrene developed cardiac arrhythmias when exposed by inhalation to 8100 ppm trichloroethylene or 15000 ppm halothane to a greater extent and at lower doses of epinephrine challenge than did controls. Benzo(a)pyrene and 3-methylcholanthrene both increased the metabolism of trichloroethylene, but 3-methylcholanthrene did not increase its cardiotoxic effect. The basis of the arrythmogenic action of benzo(a)pyrene appears to be unrelated to its ability to induce xenobiotic metabolism.